
Photographing Flowers

By Roger Heng



Elements to image

Å1. Camera

Å2. Field Problems

Å3. Composition



Camera

Å1. SLR cameras with a several different lens to 
photograph flowers.

ÅI use a 70-210 mm lens

Å2. Flower images can be taken with point and 
shoot cameras. Many have setting for flowers.

Å3. Close-up lens, extension tubes, or tele
converter can be added to lens. These allow 
the magnification of the flower or parts of the 
flower. Close-up lens come in sets 



Close-up lens on 55 mm

Å Dioptres Magnification

Å+1 0.05 

Å+2 0.1

Å +2.5  0.125

Å +3  0.15

Å +4  0.2

Å+7  ?

Å +10 0.5 

ÅYou can add lens together. 



Extension Tubes

Extension tubes come in sets or in the Canon and Nikon individual tubes can be 
purchased.
The use of the tubes is that the distance from the back of the lens to the film/digital 
sensor surface is longer. This allows you to take photographs at shorter distances to 
the subject. 
Sizes on tubes vary from 12mm , 20 mm , to 36 mm. 
My set is manual because in focusing the distance is so small it is best done 
manually.



Tele converter

Tele converter is an additional glass lens for increased magnification.  The come in 
sizes of 1.4 and 2x.



Camera

Å4. I have used a focusing rail. 

Å5. The bellows are an option. 



Focus Rail

Focus rail allows very fine focus to and away from object. Also side wise. This is an 
excellent way to focus on a non moving object.



Bellows

Bellows can be used in taking flower images.  They do not work well in the field. 
One could use a bellows.



Tripod

ÅI have found it is all most impossible to get 
good consistent flower images without using a 
tripod.

ÅThe flowers are many levels and it is hard to 
get all of them in focus.





Manual or Auto

ÅI shoot both.

ÅWhen shooting auto, I shoot, focus on a leaf 
or stem, and then refocus back on flower.  I 
also change f stop.

ÅAlways check your white balance.

ÅI have used shutter priority when wind has 
been blowing.

ÅManual allows me better control of the fine 
focus.



Wind

ÅWind is a problem for flower photographers.

ÅMaybe?

ÅI have used pieces of cardboard to block the 
wind. 

ÅThe making of a diffusion tent.

ÅOr purchase of a diffusion tent.



Wind

олέ Ȅ олέ Ϸ моф
Purchase $50  Roger made his for $35



Field

ÅTake multiple images.

ÅBracket



Composition

ÅGet down to level of the flower

ÅPortrait of a single flower on stem

ÅShoot down on flower

ÅMake a family portrait of flowers

ÅMake a landscape with flowers

ÅInclude person and get release.


























